English 9 Poetic Terms

A
Alliteration: a series of words that start with the same sounds
Allusion: the act of referring to something or someone famous
B

Ballad: a poem that tells a story or legend in simple verse form which can be put to music; example:                                                                                              “Richard Cory”.
Blank verse: 10 syllable lines of poetry, unrhymed with every other syllable emphasized
C

Connotation: what a word means beyond its dictionary definition 
D

Denotation: the literary or dictionary meaning of a word.
F

Figurative language: paints a picture with words
Free verse: poetry without rhythm or rhyme
G

Genre: a category of specific artistic or literary accomplishment characterized by particular form, technique, style or subject matter.
H

Hyperbole: deliberate exaggeration used to cause an effect, not to be taken literally.
I

Image: a representation of the form and features of someone or something; a picture in words
Imagery: mental pictures formed by words
L

Lyric: concerned with thoughts and feelings; romantic; appropriate for singing.
M

Metaphor: a figure of speech in which the context demands that a word or phrase not to be taken literally or a direct comparison:  as the sun is smiling.
Mood: a conscious yet temporary state of mind or emotion, the prevailing spirit of a work

N

Narrative: a story in poetic form
O

Onomatopoeia: Sounds describing what the word is
ex. BANG, SLAP, POP, ZIP
Oxymoron: Something that is contrary to itself in two words: jumbo shrimp, alone together, Canadian dollar, military intelligence, 
P

Paradox: Something impossible or opposite 
R

Refrain: the chorus of the poem. example- “I’m burning up, burning up for you baby.”
Resolution: the ending of a poem, usually a narrative
Rhyme: an alike sound in words. example- I went to bed, and hit my head
Rhyme scheme: the system of rhymes found at the end of lines in a stanza designated by small letters.

Twinkle twinkle little STAR,
a


How I wonder what you ARE,
a


Up above the world so HIGH
b


Like a diamond in the SKY.
b

Rhythm: the beat of the letters match from line to line; see above
S

Simile: an expressed comparison of two different things or ideas using LIKE or AS - he ran like a cheetah
Sonnet: a poem with 14 lines in a certain rhyme pattern and rhythm – Shakespeare’s famous poems
Speaker: the person that speaks or tells the story in the poem
Stanza: poetic paragraph
Style: the way in which a poet relates his or her thoughts
Symbol; symbolism: when something means more than what it is in a poem
T

Theme: the underlying meaning or message in a poem
Tone: the attitude of the poet toward his or her subject
U

Understatement: opposite to hyperbole; to understate something in order to make a point about it.
