English 9 Course Outline

Mr. B. Krahn

Objectives for this class:

Welcome to English 9.  In this class we will continue to build on the many skills that you have already begun to develop over the years of writing and reading.  I will show you the way that you must read and write in order to be at the level of grade 9.  You will be expected to be well prepared to enter English 10 at the end of this course, and the following paragraphs will lay out how we will get there.

I would like to be able to build on what you have already learned in your previous English classes in high school in terms of reading (novels, poems, short stories, non-fiction), writing (paragraphs, some multi-paragraph format, fiction, poetry, memoirs, scripts, and journals), and speaking (group presentations, speeches both formal and informal, impromptu and prepared) in order to develop your skills to a grade 9 level.

Elements of the class:

The semester will consist of a series of thematic units in which a variety of aspects will be studied: fiction in novel and short story form, paragraph and essay writing, poetry, and creative writing of poetry and prose.   Each unit will have a major work to read or study in it with several peripheral aspects included to enhance your understanding of it.  The units and their works are listed below in no particular order.
1.  Murder Mystery.  Major work: And Then There Were None by Agatha Christie.
2.  Love.  Major Work: A Midsummer Night’s Dream by William Shakespeare.

3.  Real Heroes. Major Works: A Night to Remember (an account of the sinking of the Titanic) or The Diary of Anne Frank (an account of a Jewish girl during the Holocaust of World War II) or Into Thin Air (an account of a Mount Everest expedition).
4.  Science Fiction.  Major work: Gattaca.  Extra work could be covered by a science fiction novel of your choice, such as Wizard of Earthsea.  
5.  Argument.  Major project: speeches and a final debate.  
6.  Humour.  Major project: group work to present.
5.  Your choice of theme.  You decide your major work and the minor works that you will include in your unit.  You will prepare a presentation to the rest of the class about the various works that you have read and what you have learned about your particular topic of choice.  This unit will be worth 10 percent of your final mark.

In addition to the theme units that we will do together as a class, there will be regular writing lessons given, journals written, notes taken, and reading time.  
Evaluation:

Writing 40%

Tests and quizzes 30%

Oral 5%

Theme unit 10%

General 15% (anything that doesn’t fall into the above categories)

The course mark that is earned from the totals of all of the above aspects will make up 85% of your final mark.  The remaining 15% will be awarded based on the mark earned on the English 9 final exam at the end of the course. 

Expectations:

All of the student expectations are clearly laid out in the Student Handbook that each student should be using on a regular basis.  To summarize the points:

· Homework: is to be done when it is assigned and handed in or ready to be checked on the day due.  If a student misses class, it is HIS or HER responsibility to find out what was missed and what is due.  No exceptions.

· Assignments: handed in on the due date, WHETHER THE STUDENT IS IN CLASS OR NOT, EXCUSED ABSENCE OR NOT.   Only if prior arrangements with the teacher have been made in writing can this be an exception.   

· Late work: a grade of 50% maximum will be given for late work.  If not done at all a mark of zero is entered.  An alternate assignment will be given if applicable.

· Food and drink:  allowed within reason and if clean up occurs at the end of class.

· Cell phones: absolutely not allowed in class at all.  I would suggest that to avoid temptation you leave them in your locker or risk getting them taken away for greater lengths of time.

· Ipods, headphones, personal players are not allowed in class.

Helpful tips for your success:

· Share your chips with your teacher.

· Use your agenda book on a regular basis.

· Shut your mouth when those more important than you are talking.

· Do your work on time.

· Move away from others who talk a lot.

· Lose that cell phone.

· Do extra work.

· Be on time, even during double blocks.

· Pee during breaks, and wash afterwards.

· At the very least, feign interest.

· Laugh heartily at your teacher’s jokes, even the lame ones.
