Different Approaches Literary Criticism
Biographical:  
This perspective focuses on the author’s condition, biases, life, and times and where this one fits into the writer’s list of other works.  From this research the Biographical Critic will be able to develop a review of the work..  

Formalist: 


This is a focus on the work itself.  What can we learn from studying just the work?  What nuggets of wisdom are contained within that we as readers can unlock? are questions the formalist might ask.

Psychoanalytic:


This perspective focuses on the deep seated concerns of the reader which have arisen out of personal experience and how the story piques these elements.  These may include elements of abuse, sexuality, childhood issues, and parent/child relationships which can then be translated as understanding of the characters within the story.
Mythic:


This perspective focuses on the deep seated universal human consciousness.  It delves back into earlier time of myths and heroes and maintains that each story has echoes of heroism that we automatically recognize.
Marxist:


This perspective focuses on the oppressed people usually of the working class.  It may view a story as how the regular man is treated or maltreated as its main idea.

Feminist:


This perspective focuses on the viewing and treatment of the female within the story.  How important is the female?  Is she simply an object of physical desire while the male struggles with weightier issues? are questions that may be considered.

Structuralist:


This perspective focuses on the traditional structure of a story and maintains that all stories will follow a pattern that has been written many times before.  A common pattern of the structuralist is that the protagonist finds himself pitted against a test and either fails or succeeds.
And another one (kind of) is Deconstructionist:


This perspective maintains that there is not one correct interpretation, but that ‘all interpretations are misinterpretations’.  Each work has a different interpretations due to it being read by a new individual in a new time and therefore ever-changing.
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