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LITERARY TERMINOLOGY USED IN THE STUDY OF LITERATURE Rev. Dec. 06

LITERARY TERMINOLOGY USED IN THE

STUDY OF PROSE AND POETRY

Any specialty area, such as the study of literature, has its own specialized set of terminology or jargon.  It is important to know this vocabulary in order to be able to discuss and write about this field.  On the other hand, it is important to know that one should not substitute jargon for real thought, and certainly, literature study is more than the study of jargon.  With all of this in mind, here is a dictionary of terms which should be useful to you throughout your study of literature at any level, including university.

DIRECTIONS
Provide an example from your reading which clarifies the meaning of each literary term.  Explain your example so that it is useful.

10
active voice:
The subject performs the action expressed in the verb. The subject act. 

The dog bit the boy. (active)

The boy was bitten by the dog. (passive)




_____________________________________________________________________________________


11
accent:
The stress placed upon certain syllables in a line of verse.  (symbolized by /)

9
acrostic:
A poem in which the successive letters of each line form a word.

10
act:
The main division of a play.  Shakespeare's plays consist of five acts.  The climax occurs in Act Three.

12
allegory:
An extended narrative that carries a second meaning.

9
alliteration:
The repetition of initial consonant sounds.

10
allusion:
An allusion is a direct or indirect reference to a familiar figure, place, or event from history, literature, mythology, or from the Bible.  Most allusions expand or develop a significant idea, impression, or mood.

11
anachronism:
Something placed in an inappropriate period of time.

10
analogy:
The resemblance between two different things.

10
anecdote:
A brief narrative concerning a particular individual or incident.

9
antagonist:
The antagonist is the major character or force that opposes the protagonist.


antecedent
See exposition.


action:

11
anticlimax:
This is an event or conclusion that is an abrupt shift from the important to the comical or trivial.

11
antihero:
A character who lacks the qualities needed for heroism.  He is not noble in life or mind and does not have an attitude marked by high purpose or lofty aims.

12
antithesis:
Using opposite phrases in close conjunction. Examples might be, "I burn and I freeze," or "Her character is white as sunlight, black as midnight." The best antitheses express their contrary ideas in a balanced sentence.



______________________________________________________________________________________

12
aphorism:
A brief statement which expresses an observation on life, usually intended as a wise observation. Benjamin



Franklin's "Poor Richard's Almanac" contains numerous examples, one of which is Drive thy business; let it



not drive thee, which means that one should not allow the demands of business to take control of one's moral



or worldly commitments. 



______________________________________________________________________________________

12
apostrophe:
A figure of speech in which a person not present is addressed.

12
archaic language:
old fashioned, out of date language and expressions.



______________________________________________________________________________________

10
aside:
A stage convention used to indicate words spoken by a character but heard only by the audience and not by


other characters on stage.

12
assonance:
The close repetition of similar vowel sounds, usually in stressed syllables.

9
atmosphere:
The atmosphere is the prevailing feeling that is created in a story.  The atmosphere usually sets up the reader's expectations about the ending or outcome of the plot.  Atmosphere is usually created through the dialogue and the imagery.



The mood or primary emotional quality developed largely through descriptions of setting details.

9
audience:
The people for whom a written work or presentation is intended.

10
autobiography:
A non-fictional account of a person’s life written by the subject.



______________________________________________________________________________________


9
ballad:
A narrative song handed down in oral tradition, or a written poem which imitates the traditional ballad, essentially narrating a story in poetic form.

9
bias:
A subjective point of view in which the writer’s opinion affects the integrity of the work.

10
biography:
A non-fictional account of someone’s life. If the work is about the writer’s life, it is called an autobiography.



______________________________________________________________________________________

11
blank verse:
Poetry which lacks rhyme but has a very specific meter or rhythm called iambic pentameter. Unrhymed lines of ten syllables with the even numbered syllables stressed or accented. The natural movement of the English language tends to be iambic pentameter.  (See also iambic pentameter).

12
cacophony:
Harsh sounds introduced for poetic effect -- sometimes words that are difficult to pronounce.

12
caesura: 

A pause, metrical or rhetorical, occurring somewhere in a line of poetry. The pause may or may not be




typographically indicated. 



______________________________________________________________________________________

11.
caricature:
Ludicrously exaggerating the peculiarities or defects of persons or things for comic reasons. It may be pictorial



or literary
.

11.
carpe diem:
A Latin phrase which translated means "Seize (Catch) the day," meaning "Make the most of today." The phrase



originated as the title of a poem by the Roman Horace (65 B.C.E.-8B.C.E.) and caught on as a theme with such



English poets as Robert Herrick and Andrew Marvell. 



________________________________________________________________________

9
case study:
A detailed analysis of a person, group or event.


catastrophe:
A disaster of huge proportions



9.
cause and effect:
The concept that one action or event will produce a response in the form of another event. Noting relationships between events such that one or more are the result of the other or others.



______________________________________________________________________________________


9
character:
This is a term used to describe the fictional persons who carry out the action of a story.  It also refers to the personality and moral attitudes of a fictional person.  Characters may be classified as any of the following:



dynamic (developing) character:
This character, often the protagonist, undergoes a significant, lasting change, usually in his or her outlook on life.



static character:
This is a character who does not change in the course of a story.  Often protagonists who are static characters fail to achieve their goals or are defeated by their unwillingness to change or adapt.



round character:
A round character is a realistic character having several sides to his/her nature.



flat character:
This is a limited character, usually a minor character who has only one apparent quality.



stereotyped or stock character:
Stereotyped or stock characters are familiar figures in fiction such as the "hard-boiled" private investigator, the absent-minded professor, the "stiff upper lip" officer, and the imperiled heroine from Victorian melodrama.

9
characterization:
This is a method of presenting the special qualities or features of a character in a literary work.



direct characterization: (Tell)
This is character revelation through the author's or narrator's comments.



indirect characterization: (Show)
This is character revelation through what the character says, does, thinks, and how he reacts.  The reader is left to infer from these details what the character is like.

11
character foil:
A character foil is a character whose behavior, attitudes, and opinions are in contrast to those of the



protagonist.  He/She helps the reader to understand better the character of the protagonist.

9
character
A character sketch is a description of a character's moral and personality qualities using nouns,


sketch:
adjectives, and specific examples and quotations from the story.  It does not normally describe the character's physical appearance or dress, except briefly.


chorus:
A group of performers (actors or singers) that stands on stage with the performers in a dramatic performance; or the song this group sings.


chronological 


order:
A sequence according to time of occurrence.

9
cinquain:
A five line non rhyming poem of 22 syllables and a set pattern.

11
cliché:
A timeworn expression or idea



______________________________________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________________________________

11
coherence:
Clarity of presentation. A logical, orderly, unified and aesthetically consistent relationship of parts. 

12
colloquial:
Language used in everyday informal talk or conversation, but not in formal speech or writing.



______________________________________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________________________________

9.
comedy
Today, a comedy is typically  light, humourous or satirical in tone with a happy resolution:



Originally a comedy meant a play or narrative with a happy ending. It could be serious in tone. 

10
comic relief:
A humorous scene, incident, or remark within an essentially serious or even tragic drama.  It evokes laughter as a release from the tension of the serious action and follows scenes of intense emotion.












_______________


9.
compare and 

contrast:
A written exercise that examines similarities and differences.

9.
comparison:
Examining the similarities (and differences) between two items.

9.
complication: 
An event that prevents or delays a character from achieving a resolution to a problem.











conceit:

A far-fetched simile or metaphor, a literary conceit occurs when the speaker compares two highly dissimilar



things. In the following example from Act V of Shakespeare's "Richard II," the imprisoned King Richard



compares his cell to the world in the following line: I have been studying how I may compare this prison where



I live unto the world:



______________________________________________________________________________________

9
concrete
A poem in which the design or shape helps express the content.


poetry:

10
confidant or
A confidante is a trusted friend of the protagonist who shares his or her thoughts, feelings, and


confidante:
intentions.

9
conflict or
A conflict is a struggle between opposing characters or forces, usually between


complication:
the protagonist and someone or something else.  All conflicts are either external (physical) or internal 



(emotional, moral, psychological).  There are three main conflicts discussed below:




Man versus environment:
This is a conflict between a character and his or her environment, whether






this is nature, society, or circumstances.




Man versus man:
This is a conflict between two characters.  The struggle may be physical, emotional, moral, or psychological.



Man versus self:
The character experiences a conflict in emotion or thought. May be





emotional, intellectual, moral, or spiritual

9
connotation:
The emotional suggestions attached to words beyond their strict definition.

12
consonance:
The close repetition of identical consonant sounds before and after different vowels.  (flip-flop-feel-fill)

9
contradiction:
A statement which is contrary to or opposes itself or another.

11
contrast or
Juxtaposition refers to the overlap or mixing of opposite or different situations, characters, settings,


juxtaposition:
moods, or points of view in order to clarify meaning, purpose, or character, or to heighten certain moods, especially humor, horror, and suspense.  See also character foils.

10
couplet:
Two lines, one following the other, which rhyme.

9
denotation:
The dictionary meaning of words.


denouement:
See plot.

9.
descriptive:
writing where the purpose is to paint a picture through strong imagery.

12
deus ex
"God out of the machine" -- specifically when a god rescues the hero or helps untangle the plot.  The


machina:
term can also refer to any artificial device that produces the easy resolution of difficulties.

10
dialect:
Dialect is a form of speech characteristic of a particular geographic region, social class, or a people.  A distinct variety of a language that differs from the standard. Eg. The Texan drawl. Cockney English




“I dare say, I’m goin’ up the apples and stairs to git me a dickey dirt.”

9.
diary:
A personal journal

9
dialogue:
A conversation including two or more characters in a story is a dialogue.  Dialogue is often used to reveal character and conflict.

9
diamante:
A diamond shaped poem.

10
diction:
Diction is a style of speaking or writing resulting from a deliberate choice and arrangement of words in a story.  Each writer uses diction appropriate to his or her purpose, subject, story type, characters, and style.

12
didactic:

Literature designed explicitly to instruct.



______________________________________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________________________________

9
dilemma:
A dilemma is a situation in which a character must make a difficult choice between two disagreeable,



undesirable, or unfavorable alternatives.  Dilemma is one method by which an author can generate suspense


in a story.


direct  
see characterization


presentation

12
dissonance:
The juxtaposition of harsh jarring sounds (a synonym for cacophony) or the juxtaposition of closely related but not identical vowel sounds in one or more lines.

9
drama:
A composition in prose or verse for presenting through dialogue and acting.



_____________________________________________________________________________________

10.
dramatic irony
see irony

10
dramatic 


monologue:
A poetic form in which a single speaker addresses at length either a presumed audience or an internal listener.

12
dramatic poetry:
Usually a lyric poem that emotionally characterizes the speaker or a situation.



_____________________________________________________________________________________


dynamic
See character.


character:

12.
dystopia:

An extremely unpleasant  imaginary world resulting from current social problems.

11
editorial:

An article that presents the opinion of an individual or a publication.

12
elegy: 

A lyric poem lamenting death



______________________________________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________________________________

11
emotional appeal:
A writer elicits emotions to create empathy with characters or to convince a reader of an argument.




______________________________________________________________________________________

10
endings:
The resolutions of stories may be classified as follows:



happy ending:
The protagonist is successful in achieving his/her goals.



sad ending:
The protagonist is unsuccessful in achieving his/her goals and might be destroyed emotionally, financially, or physically.



indeterminate ending:
A story ending in which there is no clear outcome or result.



surprise ending:
This is the sudden twist in the direction of a story, producing a conclusion which surprises the reader and often the story's characters as well.  This ending is foreshadowed but unanticipated.



full circle:
This is the type of story which begins and ends in the same situation or place.

9
end rhyme:
Rhyme which comes at the ends of lines.

12
epic:
An extended narrative poem.

12
epigram:
A short, witty, pointed statement often in the form of a poem.












_____________________
11
epiphany:
An epiphany is a moment of significant realization which happens to the main character, usually at the end of the story.

10
episode:
An episode is an incident or single set of events within the main plot of the story.

12
epitaph:
An inscription on a gravestone or a short poem written in memory of someone who has died.












_____________________

9
escapist
This refers to a type of fiction which is designed to help the reader "escape" the daily cares and


fiction or
problems of reality.  Escapist fiction has lively, melodramatic plots and stereotyped or flat characters,


escape
and requires limited involvement on the part of the reader.  Most commercial science fiction,


literature: 
westerns, and romances would fall into the category of escapist fiction.  See also interpretive fiction.

12
euphemism:
The use of a mild or indirect expression instead of one that is harsh or unpleasantly direct.



______________________________________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________________________________

12
euphony:
Agreeable sounds which are easy to articulate.

12
existentialism:
Writing from an existentialist viewpoint, often pointing out the absurdity and meaninglessness of existence.



______________________________________________________________________________________

9
expert testimony:   Incorporating the opinions of someone who has sufficient knowledge in a field so that others may rely on his


opinion.  

9
exposition:
See plot.

9
expository:
Writing intended to explain or persuade



______________________________________________________________________________________

10
extended
This is an implied comparison between two things which are essentially not alike.  These points of


metaphor:
comparison are continued throughout the selection so that the comparison becomes an analogy.

9
external conflict:  See conflict

9
fable:
A brief story that is told to present a moral, or practical lesson.  The characters of fables are often animals who speak and act like human beings.



_____________________________________________________________________________

9
falling action:
See plot.

9
fantasy:
A fantasy is a highly exaggerated or improbable story.  As a rule, events, characters, and settings in a fantasy would not be possible or found in real life.

11
farce:
A type of comedy based on a humorous situation such as a bank robber who mistakenly wanders into a police


station to hide. It is the situation here which provides the humor, not the cleverness of plot or lines, nor the


absurdities of the character, as in situational comedy. 



_____________________________________________________________________________________



_____________________________________________________________________________________

9
fiction:
Fiction is any narrative which is imagined and invented rather than historically or factually true.  It includes novels as well as short stories.

9
figurative
Language used in such a way as to force words out the literal meanings and, by emphasizing their


language:
connotations, to bring new insight and feeling to the subject desired.  (See simile, metaphor,



personification.)

9
first person



point of view:
See point of view

11
foil
See character foil

9
flashback:
A flashback is a plot device which shifts the story from the present to the past, usually done in order to illustrate an important point or to reveal a change in character.

9
flat character:
See character.

11
form:
a particular way or style of writing.

9
formal essay:
An essay written in formal language. Literary responses, history and psychology papers are written in formal language. See below

10
formal language:
Language which is often specialized, technical or abstract. Personal pronouns, contractions, colloquialisms and slang are not found in formal compositions.



______________________________________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________________________________

10
found poetry:
A poem that is composed from words found in passages of prose already written.

9
foreshadowing:
This device gives a hint of what is to happen later in the story.  It prepares the reader for the climax, the resolution, and for changes, or lack of changes, in character's attitudes.

9
free verse:
A poem written without rhythm and rhyme.

9
full circle
see endings


ending

9
genre:
A literary type or class.  (romance, mystery, science fiction ...)

9
goal:
This is the aim of the protagonist.  Many protagonists have aims which they strive to accomplish.  The desire to achieve a goal often creates conflict, and failure or success in achieving a goal is frequently apparent in the climax of a story.

12
graphic text:
Lifelike or vivid writing, giving a clear and effective picture.












_____________________
9
haiku:
A Japanese poem consisting of 17 syllables in three lines.  (5, 7, 5)

9
happy ending:
see endings

9
hero or
This is the principal male or female character in a story who possesses heroic qualities or virtues.


heroine:
The terms "hero" and "heroine" are not interchangeable with the more general term "protagonist".

10
historical


reference:
Citing evidence from the past. Historical references may be used in an essay to support an argument or as comparisons (see allusion in literature.)

11
hubris:
"Pride" the emotion of the tragic Greek hero which leads him to ignore warnings.

9
hyperbole:
This is exaggeration in the service of truth.  This is also called an overstatement.  If you say, "I'm starved!" you do not literally expect to be believed; you are merely adding emphasis to what you really mean.

9
Indirect 


Presentation:
see characterization

12
idiom:
An expression whose meaning is not predictable from the usual meanings of its constituent elements or from the grammatical rules of a language.  Idioms are language, dialect, or style of speaking peculiar to a people.



______________________________________________________________________________________

11
iambic 


pentameter:
see meter

9
images:
Images are concrete details and figures of speech that help the reader to form vivid sense impressions of what is being described.

9
imagery:
The representation through language of sense experience.  The image most often suggests a mental picture, but an image may also represent a sound, smell, taste, or tactical experience.

12
indeterminate
Literature with an uncertain ending or where some problem or conflict may remain undecided.


ending:












_____________________
10
informal essay:
An essay that does not follow the restrictions of a formal paper. Personal pronouns and casual, spoken language are acceptable in informal essays.

12
informal
This is the casual language we use everyday.


language:



______________________________________________________________________________________

12
interior


monologue:
A type of stream of consciousness that depicts the inner thoughts of a character.



______________________________________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________________________________

9
internal conflict:
see conflict

9
internal
Rhyme which comes within lines.


rhyme:

11
interpretive
This refers to stories which have meaningful, usually realistic plots, conflicts, settings, and characters.


fiction:
Interpretive fiction is usually serious in tone and is designed to "interpret" or make the reader more aware of some aspect of reality or human nature.  It is instructive, unlike escapist fiction, which is designed chiefly for entertainment.

12
invective:
Speech or writing that abuses, denounces, or attacks. It can be directed against a person, cause, idea, or system.



It employs a heavy use of negative emotive language



______________________________________________________________________________________

10
inverted 
Sentence which breaks from the subject first and predicate second pattern.  Sentences with


sentence:
inverted order occur when forming questions, forming commands, writing passive sentences, and writing sentences with postponed subjects.

10
irony:
Irony is a literary device which reveals concealed or contradictory meanings.  There are three forms:



dramatic irony:

This irony occurs when the author shares with the reader information not known by a character.  As a result, the reader becomes aware that a character's actions may be inappropriate for the actual circumstances, that what is to come is the reverse of what a character expects, or that a character has unknowingly made a comment which anticipates the outcome.



irony of situation or situational irony:

This occurs when a set of circumstances turn out differently from what was expected or considered appropriate.



verbal irony:
This occurs when a contrast is evident between what a character says and what that character actually means.  Usually the opposite is stated for emphasis.  See also sarcasm, which is not quite the same.

12
jargon:
Language especially the vocabulary peculiar to a particular trade, profession, or group.  Often jargon abounds in uncommon or unfamiliar words which may make talk or writing unintelligible or meaningless.



______________________________________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________________________________


juxtaposition:
See contrast.
9
legend:
Applies particularly to a story associated with some period in the history of a people or nation, often containing an element of fact but sometimes wholly untrue.  Legends are intended to glorify a hero, saint, object, etc. and tell of marvellous deeds supposedly performed.












_____________________
9
limerick:
A humorous poem of five lines.  Lines 1, 2, and 5 rhyme and lines 3 and 4 rhyme.

10
limited 


omniscient:
see point of view

9
literal
What is said is based exactly in reality without the comparisons used in figurative language.


language:

12
      litotes:
A form of understatement in which something is said by denying its opposite. Eg. The castle was no cottage.



_____________________________________________________________________________________

11
local color:
Local color is the use of specific regional detail in order to increase atmosphere or reader interest and a sense of setting.  Local color includes descriptions of locale, dress, and customs as well as dialect and ways of thinking and feeling characteristic of people in that region.

9
lyric:
Any short poem intended mainly to express a state of mind or feeling.

11
malapropism:
A blunder in speech or writing caused by the substitution of a word for another similar sound but different meaning.


Man vs. man:
See conflict


Man vs. self:


Man vs. environment

12
melodrama:
A drama that has stereotyped characters, exaggerated emotions, and a conflict that pits an all-good hero or heroine against an all-evil villain.  The good characters always win and the evil ones are always punished.



______________________________________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________________________________

12
memoir:
An autobiography or record of a person's own experiences. A memoir may include embellishments for affect.



______________________________________________________________________________________

9
metaphor:
A comparison between two things which are essentially dissimilar.  The comparison is implied rather than directly stated.

12
metaphysical:
The term metaphysical was applied to a style of 17th Century poetry first by John Dryden and later by Dr.



Samuel Johnson because of the highly intellectual and often abstruse imagery involved. 



_____________________________________________________________________________________

11
meter:
Any regular pattern of rhythm based on stressed and unstressed syllables.  In English verse the following meters are most commonly used:



Iambic
-
con  trol
Trochaic
-
stu  pid



Anapestic
-
con  tra  dict
Dactyllic
-
clum  si  ness



When a line is divided into metrical units, or feet, the following terms are used to indicate the number of feet per line.



monometer (one)
dimeter (two)
trimeter (three)



tetrameter (four)
pentameter (five)
hexameter (six)



heptameter (seven)
octometer (eight)



Shakespeare wrote in iambic pentameter.

10
metonymy:
Use of a closely related idea for the idea itself.  "The pen is mightier than the sword."

11
misdirection:
The act of distracting the reader’s attention, such as a red herring or false clue in a mystery novel.

11
monologue:
An extended speech by one person.

9
mood:
See atmosphere.

9
moral:
The implied or stated lesson of a story is called the moral.  Viewed in isolation, a moral is a relatively unimportant part of a story and should not be confused with a more significant fictional element, i.e., theme.

11
motif:
A conspicuous recurring element such as a type of  incident, theme, device or subject in a literary work. Some critics interchange motif and theme. All c arpe diem poetry has a similar motif. 

9
motivation:
This is what causes a character to do what he or she does.  Circumstances and temperament usually determine the actions of a character; however, characters must also have sufficient and plausible motivation in order for a reader to find a story realistic or effective.

9
mystery story
This is a suspense story which contains a crime and a solution by a detective.  Good mysteries


or whodunit:
contain intriguing plots and "red herrings" or false clues or suspects.

9
myth:
Applies particularly to a story connected with the religion of a primitive civilization.  Myths are told about gods or superhuman beings and are invented to explain certain beliefs or some aspect of nature.


narration:
The telling of a story.

9
narrative:
This is another word for story.  Narrative have the following elements:  plot, conflict, characters, setting, point of view, and theme.  Narratives may be fictional or non-fictional, and include novels and (auto) biographies as well as short stories and anecdotes.

9
narrator:
The individual telling the story. The voice of the story. The story teller.

9
non-fiction:
A work based on verifiable facts.


12
objective 
Not about the thoughts and feelings of the speaker or writer; giving the facts as they are without bias.


language:












_____________________
9
objective point


of view:
See point of view

10
octet / octave:
An eight line stanza. An octave and a sestet comprise a Petrarchan sonnet.

11
ode:
A lyric poem of some length, serious in subject and dignified in style.

9
omniscient 


point of view:
See point of view

9
onomatopoeia:
The use of words which sound like what they mean.  Sizzle sounds like steak in a frying pan.

9
oxymoron:
Two words placed close together which are contradictory yet have truth in them.  Eg., jumbo shrimp, pretty awful

11
parable:
A short narrative designed to reveal allegorically a moral lesson or religious principle

10
paradox:
This is a statement in which there is an apparent contradiction which is actually true.

12
parallel 


structure:
A repetition of sentences using the same structure. 



______________________________________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________________________________

12
parenthetical
Information contained in parentheses similar to theatrical asides.


elements:



______________________________________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________________________________

10
parody:
A work designed to ridicule the style and substance of another literary work.

12
pastoral:

A literary work that has to do with shepherds and rustic settings. Christopher Marlowe's "The Passionate



Shepherd to His Love" and Robert Burns' "Sweet Afton" are examples


______________________________________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________________________________

12
passive voice:
In the passive voice, the subject of the sentence is neither a do-er or a be-er, but is acted upon by some other agent or by something unnamed (The new policy was approved by the committee. = passive voice)  (The committee approved the new policy. =active voice)












_____________________

11
pathos:
This is taken from the Greek root word for suffering or deep feeling.  It occurs when the audience experiences the emotions of pity, tenderness, or sorrow.

9
personal essay:
A first person narrative.

9
personification:
Giving the attributes of a human being to an animal, an object, or an idea.  It is really a subtype of metaphor, implying a comparison between two dissimilar things.

9
persuasive essay:
An essay designed to convince a reader of a writer’s point of view.



______________________________________________________________________________________

9
persuasive 


techniques:
Strategies employed (such as emotional appeal or bias) to convince a reader of a writer’s point of view. 

9
plot:
The storyline or organization of incidents in a story is called the plot.  It consists of episodes and conflict.  Plots usually have rising and falling action.  See below.



rising action:
The rising action consists of the events preceding the climax.  During this stage of the story, background information is given, conflicts are introduced, and suspense is built up.  There may even be moments of crisis.  Because it accomplishes so much, the rising action is always longer than the falling action of a story.



exposition and antecedent action:
The background information provided by the author to further the plot, conflict, setting, and characterization is called exposition.  Antecedent action is the significant action which has taken place before the story actually begins.



inciting force or initial incident or complicating incident:
This is the incident that initiates or begins the main conflict of the story.



conflict or complication:
A conflict is a struggle between opposing characters or forces, usually



between the protagonist and someone or something else.  All conflicts are



either external (physical) or internal (emotional, moral, psychological).



crisis:
The crisis is a moment of intense conflict leading up to the climax.



climax:
From the reader's perspective, the climax is the highest point of emotional intensity in a story.  It usually marks the turning point in the protagonist's fortunes and the major crisis in the story.



falling action:
The part of a story immediately following climax and lasting until the end of the story is the falling action.



resolution:
The resolution is the solving of all of the conflicts in the story.



denouement:
(pronounced day-NEW-mahn) is a French term to describe the "unknotting" of plot or conflict following a climax.  The final episode or incident in which the unexplained facts are finally revealed.  There is also an element of foreshadowing for the future, beyond the end of the story.

9
point of view:



first person narrative features the protagonist telling his or her own story directly to the reader using the first person ("I, me, my, we, us, our") pronouns.  This point of view tells us what the main character thinks and feels from a vantage point "inside" the story and the protagonist him or herself.  There are specialized points of view within this category as follows:



first person detached:
This is told after considerable time has elapsed and the narrator will have a more balanced perspective on the events.

10

first person observer:
The story of the protagonist is told by a first person observer within the story who might be a confidante of the protagonist.

9

first person subjective:
The protagonist tells his own story as the events unravel.  His perspective is limited





to what he knows and experiences.

9, 10

third person objective:
The narrator is similar to a television camera in that he/she only reports what is seen and heard without entering the minds of characters or presenting the author's ideas and observations.

9

third person omniscient:
This narrator reveals the minds of several or all characters, knowing and telling all from an all-seeing, God-like perspective "outside" the story.

10

third person limited omniscient:
This refers to the main character as "he" or "she", and shows us only what one character thinks and feels, but from the perspective of someone "outside" the story.

10
predicament:
This is a position or situation that is difficult to get out of or that presents a problem difficult to solve.  Predicaments should not be confused with dilemmas.

9
      prequel:
A literary work that precedes a later work.

10
      prologue:
This is an introductory speech preceding the action of a play or scene.

9
pro and con


arguments:
Expressing arguments that are both for and against a position.

10
propaganda:
Systematic efforts to spread opinions or beliefs, especially by distortion and deception.

9
prose:
Ordinary language or literary expression not marked by rhythm or rhyme.  This type of language is used in short stories, essays, and modern plays.

9
protagonist:
The main character in a story.  While some protagonists may be heroes or heroines, more typically they are like people we meet in real life:  they have a mixture of characteristics, some of which may be weaknesses.

10
proverb:
A short popular saying, generally an observation or a piece of advice.  Though it may be attributed to an individual, as some of the Biblical proverbs are attributed to Solomon and others, most proverbs are anonymous products of the folk.

11
purpose:
The story's purpose is the main effect a story is intended to achieve.  Authors usually have a specific intention, such as to entertain, enlighten, or to demonstrate something about life or human nature.  Purpose may include theme, but should not simply be equated to the story's main idea.  Stories may have more than one purpose.

10
pun:
This is a play on words in which a word or phrase can be taken to mean more than one thing.

12.
quatrain: 
A four-line stanza which may be rhymed or unrhymed. A heroic quatrain is a four line stanza rhymed abab.



John Donne's "A Valediction Forbidding Mourning" is a poem of nine heroic quatrains.




_______________________________________________________________________

11
realism:
This refers to any subject matter or techniques that create a "true-to-life" impression on the reader.  Writers of realism record life "as it is" and allow stories "to tell themselves".  Realism can also refer to stories which are about simple, everyday people.

10.
refrain:
A phrase or verse repeated regularly.



______________________________________________________________________________________

9
repetition:
The repeated use of key words, phrases, stanzas or sounds in a poem.


resolution:
See plot.

10
rhetoric:
The study of the effective use of language.  The art or science of all specialized literary uses of language in prose and verse, including figures of speech.



______________________________________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________________________________

10
rhetorical
Techniques used by an author or speaker to induce emotional responses in the listener or reader.  These 


devices:
techniques include devices such as alliteration, imagery, parallelism, and symbolism.



______________________________________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________________________________

10
rhetorical
A question asked solely to produce an effect but not to elicit a reply.


question:




______________________________________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________________________________

9
rhyme:
words that sound alike



_____________________________________________________________________________________



_____________________________________________________________________________________

9
rhyme
Any pattern of rhymes is poetry.  Each new sound is assigned the next letter in the alphabet.  The


scheme:
rhyme scheme for a Shakespearean sonnet is abab   cdcd   efef   gg.

10
rhythm:
A series of stressed or accented syllables in a group of words, arranged so that the reader expects a similar series to follow.

9
rising action:
See plot.

9
romance:
A romance is an entertaining story which contains one or more of the following elements:  fantasy, improbability, extravagance, naivete, love, adventure, and myth.

9
round
See character.


character:

10
sarcasm:
Sarcasm is when the opposite of what is meant is stated in order to intentionally hurt someone's feelings.  See also verbal irony.

12
satire:
Satire is the ridicule of an idea, person, or type, sometimes in order to provoke change.  Satire usually mocks human vices or foibles.

11
scansion :
A close, critical reading of a poem, examining the work for meter. 



______________________________________________________________________________________

10
scene:
A unit of dramatic action in which a single point is made.

9
science
Science fiction is imaginative writing which speculates about the effect of technology, science, and


fiction:
the future on human beings.  Some science fiction is light and intended mostly as escapist entertainment, while another type of science fiction is more thoughtful, serious-minded, and interpretive in its purpose.

12
sestet:
A six line stanza in a poem. The last six lines of an Italian or Petrarchan sonnet.

9
setting:
Setting is most often considered to mean the time and place in which a story is placed; however, equally important aspects are the social environment or values generally shared by the society, the minor characters who form a realistic backdrop with which the main characters must act and react.  Finally, setting also includes the atmosphere or mood which descriptive details create.

9
short story:
A brief, fictional prose narrative, usually having one main character, a single plot, a limited number of settings, a basis in truth (life-likeness), and one main effect to which every detail must contribute.  It can be read in one sitting, derives its power from the fact that the writer has to select details for economy and emphasis, leaves the reader with a feeling of satisfaction and "finality", desiring no further completion or alternative ending.

9
simile:
A comparison between two things which are essentially dissimilar.  The comparison is directly stated through words such as ‘like,’ ‘as,’  ‘than,’  ‘similar to,’ or ‘resembles.’

9
slang:
Words and phrases of a forceful and novel type used especially in speech but not accepted as part of the


standard language.



______________________________________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________________________________

10
soliloquy:
The utterance of a character who is talking to himself or herself and who is unaware of any hearers who may be present.  It is used in drama to allow the audience insight into a character's innermost feelings or to give the audience essential information.

10
sonnet:
A 14 line poem following a strict rhyme scheme and meter.  The Shakespearean sonnet’s rhyme scheme is abab   cdcd   efef   gg and uses iambic pentameter.

11
speaker:
The "voice" which seems to be telling the poem.  The speaker is not the same as the poet,; the speaker  is like a narrator.

9
stanza:
Essentially a poem paragraph.  The division of sections of poetry by spacing.

9
static character:
See character

9
stereotype:
Conforming to a fixed, conventional mental picture.

9
stereotypical 


character:
See character

9
stock / 


stereotyped


 character:
See character.

11
stream-of-
A modern technique for depicting thoughts and feelings of a character in an apparently natural way


consciousness:
without logic or interruption.  The author using stream-of-consciousness deliberately includes important details relevant to plot, character, and theme in the stream-of-consciousness.

11
stress:
Where the emphasis is placed during the pronunciation of a word.

9
style:
Style is the individual manner in which an author expresses his or her thoughts and feelings.  In fiction, style is basically determined by such grammatical and sensory aspects as diction, sentences, and images.

10
subplot:
A subplot is a minor storyline, secondary to the main plot.  Subplots may be related or unrelated to the main plot.

9
subjective:
Influenced by personal opinion; belonging to the person thinking rather than to the object thought about. See also bias. 

9
surprise ending:
See endings

11
surrealism:
Works of art and literature that appeal to and work on a subconscious level.

9
suspense:
Suspense is the feeling of anxiety and uncertainty experienced by the reader about the outcome of events or the protagonist's destiny.

9
symbol:
A symbol has two levels of meaning, a literal level and a figurative level.  Characters, objects, events, and settings can all be symbolic in that they represent something else beyond themselves. The dove literally is a bird, but is has come to figuratively represent peace.


symbolism:
The use of symbols to convey meaning.

11
synecdoche:
The use of the part for the whole idea.  The "hippocratic eye" is really a doctor; "paleface" is a white man.

12
technical


language:
Language used by professionals and tradesman. The type of language found in technical manuals.



______________________________________________________________________________________

12
tercet:
a group of three lines rhyming with each other or connected by a rhyme scheme to other tercets.

9
theme:
Theme is a unifying or dominant idea in a story, usually implied rather than directly stated.  A story may have


several themes.

10
theme 


statement:
A single sentence that provides the insight into life contained in a work of literature. It should not be



confused with moral or plot.  A theme should be worded as a generalization about life and  is traditionally


stated in a sentence without reference to specific characters or events.



______________________________________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________________________________

9
thesis:
The main argument in a piece of writing. 

9
third person


point of view:
See point of view.

9
tone:
Tone is the author's attitude toward his/her subject or readers.  It is similar to tone of voice and should not be confused with mood or atmosphere.  An author's tone might be sarcastic, sincere, apologetic, humourous, etc.

9
tragedy:
This is a drama that gives the audience an experience of catharsis or cleansing of emotions.  The protagonist, a person of nobility, must make a moral decision that in turn influences the outcome of the drama.  The protagonist usually has a serious fault, the tragic flaw, that leads to his downfall and death.  The terror and pity felt by the audience produce catharsis, a cleansing or purifying of emotion.

9.
tragic hero:
A tragic hero is a person of high estate who has the potential for greatness.  The person is preeminently


virtuous and just, but his misfortune is brought about, in part, by an error in judgement or the Greek word


hamartia.  The tragic hero often has a flaw in his character which contributes to his destruction.  Pride to


excess, the Greek word hubris, is often this flaw.  The downfall of the tragic hero frequently involves the


element of fate.  Overall, the tragic hero has the potential for greatness; however, he does not achieve this


greatness.  Despite this shortcoming, the tragic hero meets his shortcomings with dignity.  Once the tragic hero


has committed himself to a course of action, there is no turning back.  A chain of events occurs because of this


commitment, leading to his final destruction.  The audience feels for the tragic hero because his misfortune is


greater that he deserves.

9
understatement:
This is saying less than what you mean in the service of truth.  It is paradoxical that one can emphasize a truth
either by overstating it or by understating it.  If you say that a man who holds his hand in a lighted fire will
experience "a sensation of excessive and disagreeable warmth," you are actually stating what is literally true but
with a good deal less force than the situation might dictate.

10
unity:
The sense that all elements in a piece of writing fit together to create a harmonious effect.

11
universality:
This is a term that means that a story is broad enough to be applied to most people at any time or place.  Stories having universality reveal human nature or common truths of experience.  Universality is also taken by some critics to be a criterion for measuring the worth or success of a story.

11
utopian novel. 
A novel that presents an ideal society where the problems of poverty, greed, crime, and so forth have been



eliminated. 




______________________________________________________________________________________

12
verisimilitude. 
How fully the characters and actions in a work of fiction conform to our sense of reality. To say that a work



has a high degree of verisimilitude means that the work is very realistic and believable--it is "true to life.". 



______________________________________________________________________________________

9
verse:
a line or section of poetry or as a general term for poetry.



______________________________________________________________________________________

11
vicarious
The feeling a reader has when emotionally or mentally involved in a story is a vicarious experience.


experience:
He or she imaginatively experiences and shares some of the same things as the characters in the story.

11
voice:
The creating, ordering artistic intelligence that we recognize behind any narrator.  Part of the reader's acceptance of a literary work depends on the acceptance of voice and the values for which it speaks. See also active and passive voice.




______________________________________________________________________________________



______________________________________________________________________________________

10
wit:
Intellectually amusing statements.
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