	
	Content
	Style
	Mechanics

	Six -  

   EXCEPTIONAL
	Story is richly, fully and clearly developed.

The story goes beyond plot to reveal character or theme.

Characters are real and motivation is logical. 

Suspense is built into the story.

Dialogue is appropriate to the characters and has a legitimate purpose.


	Lead builds reader interest.

Flexible use of a wide range of syntactic structures.

Vocabulary is broad, sophisticated and appropriate.

Transition is smooth

Appropriate and effective use of description.


	Mechanical errors, if present, are not distracting.

Dialogue is appropriate and properly punctuated..

	Five-   

 EXCEEDS

  REQUIREMENTS
	Story is clearly and completely developed.

The story attempts to go beyond plot to reveal character or theme and is almost successful. 

If escapist, the concept and style are extremely sophisticated.

Characters are real and motivation is logical. 

Suspense is built into the story.

Dialogue is appropriate to the characters and has a legitimate purpose.


	Lead builds reader interest.

Both simple and complex syntax are employed.

Vocabulary use shows some flexibility. Inappropriate vocabulary does not confuse the reader.

Transitional devices are employed to assist connection.

Appropriate and effective use of description.


	Very few mechanical errors are present and these are seldom distracting.

Dialogue is appropriate and properly punctuated.

	Four   

COMPETENT
	Story is clearly developed but is purely escapist.

The concept may be interesting but the writing fails to capture reader interest. 

Character motivation is at times weak. 

Suspense is built into the story.

Appropriate and effective use of description.

Dialogue is at times inappropriate.


	Lead is often typical  or  or the plot is begun at an ineffective moment.

Both simple and complex syntax are employed. For some, syntax is cautious but correct, while others are more fluent but less accurate.

Vocabulary use shows some flexibility. Inappropriate vocabulary does not confuse the reader.

Transitional may at times be awkward.
	Mechanical errors are noticeable and sometimes distracting.

Errors exist which should not be found in senior English papers.

Dialogue, while properly punctuated, is at times ineffective, inappropriate or out of character.

Overall, however, the student exhibits good control of the conventions of language.

	Three    

BARELY

ADEQUATE
	The story is a tired regurgitation of a t.v. or movie script. 

The reader attempts to focus the story on a main conflict but adds secondary events to flesh out the plot.

Characters are stock and / or motivation is underdeveloped. 

Dialogue lacks a purpose or is overused to advance the plot.
	Lead does not create interest and does not introduce the central conflict. 

Syntax is generally simplistic and repetitive.

Vocabulary is simple but adequate and may sometimes be inappropriate.

Description is attempted but weak.


	Mechanical errors may be frequent, noticeable or distracting.

Mechanical errors are frequently evident in the dialogue.

There are obvious lapses in the student's control of the conventions of language.

	Two    

SEE A TUTOR!!!!!!
	The story is a tired regurgitation of a t.v. or movie script. 

A story unfolds but is not focused on a single conflict; it is more a list of events.

Characters are weak.

Dialogue lacks a purpose or is overused to advance the plot.


	Vocabulary is simple and frequently inappropriate.

Syntax is simple and awkward.

Description is lacking. Expository writing often dominates.
	Errors are recurring and distracting.

There are obvious lapses in the student's control of the conventions of language.

Deficiencies in language compromise understanding.



	One- Zero
	Story does not meet the criteria. Seriously underdeveloped


	
	Serious deficiencies in language; in fact, the writer may wonder, at times, what the writer is trying to say.


