WRITING RUBRIC:
FORMAL ESSAY

	
	CONTENT
	ORGANIZATION
	STYLE
	MECHANICS

	SIX

Exceptional
	Essay is original, exceptionally engaging and clearly developed.

The essay is insightful, and effectively reveals a clearly topical thesis 

Paragraphs use well-chosen evidence to clearly support the thesis
	Essay meets length requirement

Introduction builds reader interest and effectively introduces the thesis

Logic and artistic unity are evident throughout

Paragraphs are properly structured and clearly thesis-related; paragraph breaks are appropriate 

Conclusion creatively unifies the essay
	Flexible use of a wide range of syntactic structures 

Voice and tone complement the content

May use literary or rhetorical devices

Vocabulary is broad, sophisticated and appropriate

Transitions are smooth


	Mechanical errors are infrequent and, if present, are not distracting

Errors may occur, but only when taking risks with the language

Essay is properly punctuated

	FIVE

Exceeds

Requirements
	Essay is an interesting and completely developed treatment of the topic.

The essay attempts to go beyond the obvious and is somewhat successful. 


	Essay meets length requirement

Introduction builds reader interest.; thesis is clearly stated

Logic and unity are evident throughout

Paragraphs are properly structured and paragraph breaks are appropriate.

Conclusion attempts to unify the essay but may only be marginally successful.
	Both simple and complex syntax are employed

Voice and tone are evident, but may be inconsistent

Vocabulary use shows some sophistication Inappropriate vocabulary does not confuse the reader

Transitional devices are employed to assist connection


	Very few mechanical errors are present and these are seldom distracting

Essay is properly punctuated

	FOUR

Competent
	Story is clearly developed but treatment of the theme is superficial or secondary and is often withheld until the conclusion.

Analysis is simplistic; arguments mention only the most obvious points

The concept may be interesting but the writing fails to capture reader interest. 


	Essay meets length requirement

Introduction is often typical and not overly engaging, but appropriate; thesis is clearly stated

Paragraphs are properly structured and paragraph breaks are generally appropriate

Conclusion attempts to unify the essay but lacks impact
	Both simple and complex syntax are employed. For some, syntax is cautious but correct, while others are more fluent but less accurate. Student has attempted to add style but the application is awkward. 

Vocabulary use shows some sophistication. Inappropriate vocabulary does not confuse the reader.

Transition may at times be awkward.


	Mechanical errors are noticeable and sometimes distracting

Errors exist which should not be found in senior English papers

Overall, however, the student exhibits satisfactory control of the conventions of language

	THREE

Barely 

Adequate
	The topic is under or poorly developed. 

Thesis is under or poorly developed

Arguments are obvious or poorly supported; may be redundant

Content may contain irrelevant or redundant information
	Essay may fall just short of length requirement

Lead paragraph does not create interest and does not introduce the thesis

Paragraphing is employed and paragraph breaks are generally appropriate

Conclusion is predictable or mechanical
	Syntax is generally simplistic and repetitive.

Vocabulary is simple but adequate, and may sometimes be inappropriate.


	Mechanical errors may be frequent, noticeable or distracting

Mechanical errors are frequently evident 

There are obvious lapses in the student's control of the conventions of language

	TWO

Below expectations 
	Essay is off topic or poorly developed

No clear thesis

Arguments are obvious, repetitive, and poorly supported

Content may contain irrelevant or redundant information
	Essay is noticeably underdeveloped.

Little or no evidence of paragraphs

Conclusion is not obvious
	Syntax is simple and awkward

Vocabulary is simple and frequently inappropriate


	Errors are recurring and distracting

There are obvious lapses in the student's control of the conventions of language

Deficiencies in language compromise understanding




