	
	Content
	Organization
	Style
	Mechanics



	Six - 

 EXCEPTIONAL
	Topic is richly, fully and clearly developed.

The discussion is focused and clearly organized

The paper is convincing and demonstrates critical analysis and depth of understanding. The writer advances beyond the obvious.

Response is passionate and personally meaningful.

Examples or references are specific and persuasive.
	Introduction builds interest and includes a clear statement of the paper's intent.

The paragraphs are properly structured and the paper features a clear introduction and an effective conclusion.

The discussion is clearly and effectively organized. 

Artistic unity is evident throughout.

Conclusion effectively unifies the paper.
	Flexible use of a wide range of syntactic structures.

Vocabulary is broad, sophisticated and appropriate. Language is persuasive.

Writing is exceptionally impressive

Transition is smooth
	Mechanical errors, if present, are not distracting.

Quotes, if used, are appropriate and properly integrated.

	Five-   

 EXCEEDS

          REQUIREMENTS
	Topic is clearly and completely developed and the discussion is focused and convincing.

The discussion shows some degree of knowledge, critical analysis or insight.

Organization is controlled and appropriate to the material.

Response is personally meaningful but may lack a degree of passion.
	Introduction provides a clear statement of the paper's intent.

The paragraphs are properly structured and the paper features a clear introduction and an effective conclusion

Organization is controlled and appropriate to the material.


	Both simple and complex syntax are employed. Writing is proficient.

Vocabulary use shows some sophistication. Inappropriate vocabulary does not confuse the reader.

Transitional devices are employed to assist connection.
	Very few mechanical errors are present and these are seldom distracting.

Quotes, if used, are appropriate and properly integrated.



	Four   

 COMPETENT
	Topic is clearly, if not always completely, developed.

Organization is evident and appropriate.

Discussion is focused but lacks complexity and analysis. Responses may be obvious, naive or somewhat superficial.

Responses may lack passion or conviction.

Connections are sometimes absent or unsuccessful.
	Introduction provides a clear statement of the paper's intent.

The paragraph[s] is properly structured and features a clear introduction and a concluding sentence.

The concluding sentence, however, often lacks impact or is ineffective.

Organization is evident and appropriate.
	Both simple and complex syntax are employed. For some, syntax is cautious but correct, while others are more fluent but less accurate.

Vocabulary use shows some sophistication. Inappropriate vocabulary does not confuse the reader.

Transitional devices are employed to assist connection, but may at times be awkward.
	Mechanical errors are noticeable and sometimes distracting.

Errors exist which should not be found in senior English papers.

Overall, however, the student exhibits good control of the conventions of language.

Quotes, if used, are appropriate and properly integrated.

	Three    

 BARELY

  ADEQUATE
	Response is on topic but is incomplete or so superficial as to seem inaccurate or naive.

Organization is present but may not help the flow of ideas. 

The paper discusses the topic but is not focused on a single, clear and personal position. Writing may be a collection of ideas rather than an in-depth analysis of a specific idea.

Support is lacking or is not clearly connected to the central idea. 
	Introductory sentence is unclear or lacking

Paragraphs are on topic but disorganized. 

Organization is present but may not help the flow of ideas. 

Concluding sentences are frequently omitted.
	Syntax is generally simplistic and repetitive.

Vocabulary is simple but adequate and may sometimes be inappropriate.
	Mechanical errors may be frequent, noticeable or distracting.

There are obvious lapses in the student's control of the conventions of language.

	Two   

 SEE A TUTOR!!!!!!
	There is a significant misunderstanding of the readings or the task required.

The discussion is irrelevant.

Organization is poor and connections are absent or unsuccessful
	Introductory sentence is unclear or lacking.

Paragraphing may be evident,  but  the writing is often a disjointed collection of ideas.
	Vocabulary is simple and frequently inappropriate.

Syntax is simple and awkward.


	Errors are recurring and distracting.

There are obvious lapses in the student's control of the conventions of language.

Deficiencies in language compromise understanding.

	One- Zero
	A total misunderstanding of the question or text.

A single sentence response.
	The writing is uncontrolled and disorganized.
	
	Serious deficiencies in language; in fact, the writer may wonder, at times, what the writer is trying to say.
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